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Just lean forward

and let ’er roll

Since the f'u'stSegwsystaud-upmomwmton
the market two years ago, they’ve been hailed as a ve-
hicle from the future, nd.lwlsdassﬁad,bannedm
some cities and even recalled in late 2008. Bu.tw‘xt.ha]l
the hype, few can say they’ve piloted one.

Now, for better or worse, this “unique self-balanc-
ing electric-powered transportation device” canbe
yours for $45 an hour at the Santa Monica Segway
dealership, the only official rental shop in L‘.a.,

Beforeyoucanmntnne,thestaﬂg&wsmatmo-
rial. After some practice, it | second
more or less. Point your toes down; the scooter moves
forward.'l‘ﬂtwurhee]sback.hbgmmm'l’ln

althoughlt.’snottoohardtodo.'Ihrnmganedml
onthalefthandleb&qsbearstheﬂegwwnghtmdhft.‘

But is the future safe? “You really can’t flip over,”
salespersonAhuRmhwassuresus.“?Ehenoncarpettt 3

won’t fly out from under you.”

Each Segway comes with three colm'-eodedl-neys
that control the top speed. Turning the slowest key,
the black one — top speed 6 mph — is good for letting
beginners become accustomed to the vehicle. The yel- |
low key lets you go 8 mph, but that’s not fast enough

 to cause full-blown panic. The red key is perfect for
that. It may not sound like much, but zipping along at
12 mph really ratchets up the pressure, especially
whentheonlywaywslowdmmthevaumm
tive “lean back” procedure. Where's = :
the hand brake when we need
it?

The Segway can travel
_ three or four hoursona
charge, and because the store
is two blocks from the beach,
traveling along the coast to Ven-
ice is easy. Rldauhmthssu.me
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